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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SHIjPTON  MALLET 


■mmii  REPORT  (CP  TIBS -MEDICAL  OFFICER  Off  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 


Tel:  Wells  3379  Area  Health  Department, 

VtTells  2 643  (Residence)  37  Chamberlain  Street, 

Y/ELLS  * 

BA5  2PQe 

To Pjh  the_  Couiicil 
Mr *  Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  19&9  prepared 
in  .accordance  with  Circular  l/70  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security* 


The  health  statistics  show  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and  a 
rising  birth  rate  better  than  County  or  National  figures,  but  stillbirth 
general  mortality  and  infant  mortality  rates  were  higher  than  national 


rare; 


In  common  with  several  health  areas  around?  an  outbreak  of  Sonne' 
dysentery  took  up  a.  large  amount  of  the  time  of  medical  and  public 
health  personnel  in  the  town  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  as 
did  ,JHong  Kong;t  'flu* 


The  prcbleis  on  the  environmental  side  remained  much  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year  and  are  clearly  outlined  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  his  Report*  In  addition,  extra  visits  were 
car, riled  by  the  advent  of  an  egg  pasteurisation  plant  to  the  town  during 

the  year a 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr*  Barnsley  and  his  Deputy  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  their  cooperation  and  to  the  Clerk,  the  Officers  of  the 
Council  and  Members  for  their  continued  support* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Do  E*  CLARE* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health*, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 

Estimated  Population  (raid-year  1  9^9) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rat e ab le  "V" alu e  oc>ooo©oo©©ooooopoo©oo©o© 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


00006000906 


o  o 


c»eoo«ot«tt 


©  o  ©ooooooooooc© 


2,278 

5,740 

1,942 

£235,927 

£898 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR.  1 96$ 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  'wales  where  available) 

BIRTHS  S  hep  ton  ,  Mallet  U .  ]>.  C .  Somerset  England  &  Wales 

“LIVE  BIRTHS  M  P  Total  Recorded  '  Corrected  "(Provisional) 


90 

7 


legitimate  47  43 
Illegitimate  1  |  6 

Totals  4_8  _49  _ 

Rate  per  1,000  population  l6„9  17©7 

(Area  Births  Comparability  factor  1  ©05) 


Ratio  of  local  corrected  birth  rate  to  national  rate  1  ©09 
TJ.WXTBWE  LIVE  BmTHS 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  7*0  7*0 

STUB  BIRTHS 


.  8,337 
581 
8,918 
1 6.8 

(Corrected) 


.fclYOC  ~  ° 


J  O. 


1 ,000  population 


1  5*5 


12*1 


(Area  Deaths  Comparability  factor  ©78) 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  death  rate  to  national  rate  1 ©02 

inpant  deaths 

(under  1  year) 


1 0*8 

(Corrected) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

(under  4  weeks) 

legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

(Under  1  week) 

Legitimate 
fc33J  a,  git  irnat  e 
Totals 


2 


2 

2 

mtrm 

2 

2 


2 

^2 

1 

i 

7 


4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

I 


140 


103 


89 


797,542 
1 6.3 


8.0 


T.oc*  4-  -*  -n-, 4*  p 

I  Ho  git  in  at  e 

5 

*•* 

-  5 

9,555 
1 .107 

r 

113 

Rato  per  i  ,000 

live  &  still 

births  49*0 

12.5 

13.0 

TC  HL  HIT  & 
a  Dl  BJHfeS 

53 

49  102 

9,031 

808,204 

Ai-xD 

“ 4  5  J  ^L  IHATHS 

40 

49  89 

7,487 

579,463 

11.9 


12,694 
1 , 703 
14*1.97 


8,494 
1 .109 


7,266 

8,232 


_ 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1^9  (CONTD)  ' 

S  hep  ton  Mallet  U^J3oC> 
M  F  Total  Recorded  Corrected 


Somerset 


b 


NFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


England  & 

e^nr-^  JKiffl  ..Jj  a*. 

Wale  s 

apuMsasoKa  . 

(Provisional) 


Total  Infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
total  live  hirths 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1 ,000 
legitimate  live  "births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  ( 

1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  ’ 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

i:  WWr'lL  »-v^r  je^at -«c  nr-  #■  ig  -■» 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000 
total  live  births) 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
"(deaths'  under  1  week  per  1 ,000 
total  live  births) 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1  ,'000  live  &  still  births) 

MAIERI'tAL  MORTALITY  ( Including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births 


41 .0 

1 6*  Q 

18.0 

44*0 

,  /  15.0 

17.0 

NIL 

24,0 

25.0 

31.0 

12,0 

12,0 

31 .0 

10,0 

10.0 

78.0 

22,0 

23.0 

NIL 

1:  ' 

NIL 

0,11 

4  ~ 


CERTAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  : 

FOR  THE 

FIVE-YEAR  PERIOD  i 

965  -  1969 

WITH-  COMPARATIVE  FIGURES 

FOR  SOMERSET  AND 

M 

|S 
|  ^ 

s 

» ..I 

i0 

.AND  MLES 

-  ... 

.  »■»  .  • « 

1965 

1  966 

1967 

196c 

1969 

1. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

•mm.mvm,  hip.xiX  . ac  » 

y 

S .Mallet  U.D.C. 

17.5 

16.42 

17.2 

17.5 

17.7 

S oner set 

16.76  • 

17.86 

17.7 

1 609 

1 6.8 

England  oc  Wales 

18.0 

17.7 

17.2 

■  1 6.9- 

16.3 

2. 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

S .Mallet  UoBoC o 

11.25 

10.14 

10.1 

12.6 

12.1 

S oner set 

10.18 

10.37 

10.1 

10,9 

10.8 

England  &  Wales 

11.5 

11.7 

11*2 

■  11.9 

11.9 

3. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

S .Mallet  U.D.C,- 

31.9 

— 

— 

— 

41.0 

Somerset 

10.75 

15.12 

14.0 

15.6 

1 &.0 

England  &  Wales 

19.0 

19.0 

•18,3 

1 8.0 

18.0 

'  --1*  .  T*_  30.  T. 


W  rafcr  -Ot  _=x  ~b 


*-r :■*-•  ■  «  .  x~  . 


- «.-  -jr.  .x  .  v.*  «-  -at- 


tnx  4VJKI. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(5  year*  period  1  9^3—1 5 

r.ra?ra:  .-i/.rac  .  jx-,  .aKn.rx  -ok  -t  xr.-.*x»u-at  -a-  -.x-:.  X  ’  .*r.  ,wf 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Diseasje 

1965 

c>x  -X-  jg-xa 

1  966 

-  X--- --3 

19,67 

19,68 

1  96_9 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

M 

M. 

M 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

■■M 

- 

- 

43 

Measles 

52 

- 

16 

60 

9 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

**e 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

Ml 

l 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

•— * 

2 

- 

— 

mm 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 

mm 

- 

l 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6 

— 

mm 

56 

3 

■-*b-  %  bm  t»-  -xr..»-  -j*cars  3 

24 

M=-^rvJgc3»*  -mEjrwr  M~  it.--  T. -nr -it: ata 

60 

52 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OP  LIFE  DURING  1 969 

. ...  -w-  g.  -T--  .-  -le.  J-.  -  J--.J----  ^ 

lS  given  by -the  Registrar-G-enera. 


01?  DEATH 


o 


ypliilis  &  its 


Sequelae 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Stomach 


Mail gnant  Ne  op  la  srn 
■Intestine 


Ma  1 i  gnant  N e  op  la  sm 
Lang.  Bronchus 


Malignant  Neoplasm 


Brens 


.  a 


u>  V 


Other  Malignant 
Ne cd la sms 


Blab ehe s  Me 1 li tus 

Other  Diseases  of 
Nervous  System  etc, 

Chronic  Rheumatic 
Heart  Dises.se 


Hypertensive 

C-  -L. 

Disease 


1  a  c  1  e  e  ■  ii  c  He  art 


\  .  f  or  c?  o 

«  J  y.  t  ,  K.V  . 


0  tier  Delias  of 


Dart  Disease 


Cerebx  vascular 


;  V cipqq ^ 

-r-  -  k-  V 


Ocher  Diseases  of 
Circulatory  Syst0 


lb tluenza 


hneumorra 


Bronchitis  and 
Emphysema 

Other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  Syst, 


Intestinal  Obstruction 
and  Hernia 


Sex 


M 

E 


M 


F 


Ml 

F 


M 

F 


41 


F 


F 


M 

F 


F 


F 


M 

F 


F 


Total 
all 
Age  So 


M 

F  * 


M 

F 


F 


M 

F 


M 

F 


M 


M 


F 


1 


2 


1 

2 


7 

1 


1 


2 

2 


3 


i 


2 

1 


7 

7 


1 

4 

6 

5 


1 

1 


2 


1 

9 


2 

1 


1 


Under  4  wks  & 
4  irks  under  1 
year 


1 


:e  in  Years  , 

5-  15-  25-  35-  45“  55“  65-  75  & 


X^-'-fC-  It  , 


1 


1 


1 


2  1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


upward 


3  ,  3 


1 


1 


3 

2 


1 


1 

1 


2 


1 

1 


4 

5 


4 


3 

4 


1 


6 


6 


ContcU 


CAUSE  CF  DEATH 


Sex  Total 
all 

Ages 


Under 
L  wlcs 


A  wks  A 
under  1 
year  • 


Age  in  Years 


1-  5-  15- 


35- '45-  55-  ^5-  75  <S 

upwa 


Ocher  Diseases, 

Cen:i  to-Urinary  Syste 

Congenital 
Anoraalie  s 

Bar  Hi  Injury, 
Difficult  Labour 

Other  Causes  of 
Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  &  Ill- 
Defined  Conditions 

All  other  Accidents 


Suicide .and  Self- 
Inflicted  Injuries 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


M  1 

F  2 

M 

F  2 

M  1  1 

F  1  1 

M  1  1 

F 

M  1 

F  2\ 

M  — 

F  1 

M 

F  1 


-  1 


2 


1 


1 


-  -  1 


M  40  2 

F  49  1 


-  -  -  -  12  13  1: 

1  2  5  4  4  6  2! 
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MASS  RADIOG-HAPrry  SERVICE 

Following  discussions  held  with  the  Joint  Administrative  Officer  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Service,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Unit  to  visit  the 
Union  Street  Car  Park,  Wells,  on  11th  August  for  a  morning  and  afternoon 
session  with  a  vi ew  to  deciding  whether  attendance  at  these  sessions  warranted 
the  re  *-intro  duct  ion  of  the  service  to  the  area®  Details  of  the  results  of 
this  visit  are  given  below®  '  - 


Male  Female  Total 


Numbers  examined  1 64  1 53  31 7 

Abnormalities  detected  2  2 


DETAILS  OF  ABNOBMALITIES  DETECTED 


en=»*t-  “*•- 


tile,  activate: 


Male 


Female 


Total 


irafcsjae- ' «r-  -*t:  -rjr-  *JT: .  -*  • 


Bronchial  Carcinoma  1  -  1 

Spontaneous  Pneumothorax  1  -  -  1 


Other  sites  visited  during  the  year  were  Norah  Fry  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet 
on  24th  March,  when  8  males  and  1  80  females  were  examined  and  H*M*  Prison, 
Shepton  Mallet,  on  12th  August,  when  143  males  wer e  examined:  no  abnormalities 
were  detected  on  either  of  these  occasions® 


NO’JES  OH  VITAL  STATISTICS.  FOR  1  9§2 

(Tho  figures  are  in  general  too  snail  for  much  importance  to  be 
attached  to  them,  but  certain  broad  statements  can  bo  made.) 

Populaj^ion 

The  Regis  trar-G-eneral  estimated  a  rise  of  100  from  che  mid-year 
population  for  1  968  and  live  births  exceeded  deaths  oy  8, 

Births  >  'h/'o 

Live  Births  -  3  more  . occurred  than  in  1-968  and  there  Was  a., 

corre sponding"  rise  in  the  Corrected  Birth  Rate  which  was  again  higher 

than  County  or  National  averages*,  Illegitimate  live  births  (7)  remained 

the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  percentage  of  these  was  below 

the  National  figure©  . 

Still  Births  -  these  rose  to  5?  all  legitimate  births,  giving  a 

high  Still  Birth  Rate, 


Deaths  .r,  .  .  _  .  a 

All  Ages.  -  rose  to  89,  6  more  than  in  1968,  giving  a  Corrected 

Death  Rate  higher  than  the  averages  of  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales, 

Infant  Mortality  -  Deaths  in  the  first  year  of  life  totalled  4, 

3  being^under  1  week,  causing  Infont  Mortality,  Neonatal  Mortality >  Surly 

Neonatal  Mortality  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates  to  be  higher  than  County 

and  National  rates. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  again  this  was  nil. 


Causes  of  Death  ,  .  .  . 

Diseases  ""of  the  Heart,  Cerebrovascular  Syster.  and  Other  Disease 
the  CirculItVr£&'S VlgaiiTheld  leading  place , nwith  3^ deaths ,  5  less 
than  in  1968,  Heart  diseases  caused  23  of  these  and  Cerebrovascular  Diseo.se 

-11  o  .  '  . 

Cancer  -  accounted  for  18  deaths,  2  more  than  m  the  previous  year, 

AS  r e gen ds  "sit e ,  it  will  be  seen  that  lung  and  bronchus  were  by  far  the 
most  frequent  (8  deaths  of  which  7  were  male) ,  which  is  highly  significant 
in  view  of  the  well  known  association  between  this  type  of  death  ond  heavy 
cigarette"  smoking,  Cancer  of  the  Intestine  followed  with,  3  deaths  and 

Cancer  of  the :  Stomach  with:  2,  * 

Respiratory  Diseases  -  caused  l6  deaths,  4  more  chan  in  19680 
pneumonia  accounted  for  10  of  these,  almost  entirely  in  women,  Bronchitis 

3  and  Influenza  2  deaths,  -  . 

Infant  Deaths  -  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  5  deaths,  2  were  caused 

by  congenital  abnormalities  and  the  same  number  by  Birth  Injury  or 

Difficult  Labour* 

Accidents  —  deaths  from  accident  fell  to  1  from  4  in  the  previous 
year  and  this  did  not  involve  a  motor  vehicle, 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

In  coramon  with  other  parts  of  the  County,  Wiltshire,  Bath  &  Bristol 
there  was  a  sizeable  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  of  highly  infectious 
nature  in  the  town  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  lirst  reported 
case  was  a  school  child  living  in  one  of  the  large  blocks  01  flats  ovrned 
by  the  Council  and  the  disease  soon  spread  in  the  nearby  school  and  other 
flats  to  involve  most  areas  of  the  town  in  spite  of  routine  precautionary 
measures  and  much  visiting  of  the  families  involved  by  the  Depu cy  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  myself,  /Fortunately 
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Fortunately,  the  illness  was  of  a  reasonably  mild  nature  with  no 
after-eff ects 3  and  was  mainly  confined  to  children  and  their  families, 
but  43  cases  were  notified. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  AND  HUMAN  SALMONELLA  INFECTIONS 


No  notifications  were  received  but  the  Council  was  required  to  pay 
compensation  to  a  foodhandler  normally  working  in  a  hotel  in  the  town 
for  the  period  that  she  was  required  to  discontinue  her  employment 
whilst  harbouring  Salmonella  agaraa  organism. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 


ACT,  1948  (SEC. 47)  &  AHEITDHEMT  ACT,  1951 


No  cases  were  reported  as  being  in  need  of  action  under  the  above 

Act. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS ,  1  959 

No  report  of  brucellosis  infection  in  dairy  herds  in  the  District 
were  received  during  the  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


1969 


Mr.  Chairman ?  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  Leg  to  present  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Puhlic  Health  Section  of  my  Department  during  the  year  1969.  In 
general  this  work  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  hut  under  increasing 
pressures  since  what  it  might  have  lacked  in  magnitude  it  gained 
in  complexity.  Housing  maintenance  again  presented  many  problems 
and  this  aspect  is  referred  to  more  specifically  in  the  appropriate 
section  of  the  report. 

The  condition  of  the  main  outfall  sewer  at  Darshill  continued  to 
cause  concern  throughout  the  year  but  some  progress  was  made  in  the 
elimination  of  surface  water  from  the  system.. 

Refuse  collection  continued  in  its  established  form  but  here 
again  pressures  arose  not  only  from  the  increased  number  of  properties 
to  be  served  but  also  from  the  ever-increasing  volume  of  trade  waste 
to  be  collected. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  own  staff  and  all  other  Officers  of  the. 
Council  for  their  assistance  during  the  year  and  to  the  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  GentPmen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.L.  BARNSLEY 

Senior  Public  Health  Insx^ector 


WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  The  public  supply  of  v/ater  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of 
the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  therebeing  four  principal  sources s- 

1.  V/indsor  Hill  2.  Stoke  Bottom 

3c  Beacon  Hill  4«  Stomacher  Farm 

The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action  and 
two  samples  submitted  for  qualitative  examination  proved  satisfactory. 

Ho  shortages  occurred  during  the  year  and  no  restrictions  on  the  use 
of  water  was  imposed. 

The  natural  Fluoride  Content  of  the  water  was  as  follows*- 
Windsor  Hill  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  .  0.02 

Stoke  Bottom  .  •  .  .  ..  * «,  ..  . . 0.05 

Beacon  Hill  o.  o»  «>«  »  .  .  •  « »  ..  »•  0  o40 

Stomacher  Farm  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  . .  NIL 

The  distribution  of  water  supplies  throughout  the  district  is, 
so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  as  followss- 

(i)  Main  supplies :  2,195  dwellings.  Populations  5740 

(ii)  Supplies  from  wells  or  springs?  7  Population?  20 

Two  samples  of  v/ater  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  by  .Council 

Officers  and  these  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity  and 
of  a  moderately  hard  character.  Three  samples  were  taken  for  bact¬ 
eriological  examination  and  in  all  cases  Bacti.  coli  (type  i)  was 
not  demonstrated. 

Twenty  seven  samples  were  taken  by  the  Waterworks  Company  one 
of  which  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  found  to  be  a  crack  in  the  roof  of  a  service  reservoir  - 
this  was  repaired  and  subsequent  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

(b)  During  the  year  a  start  was  made  on  the  laying  of  a  new 
4”  diameter  water  main  to  serve  the  Charlton/Frog  Lane  area. 

GW, THIS  MD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  With  the  exception  of  some  70  properties  in  outlying  parts 
of  the  area  all  properties  are  connected  to  public  sewers  discharging 
to  the  biological  treatment  plant  at  Darsh.il  1 .  Treatment  of  sewage 
is  effected  by  (a)  initial  screening;  (b)  sedimentation  (c)  filtratior 
Alternating  double  filtration  is,  under  general  conditions,  operating 
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continuously ,  each  set  of  filters  acting  alternately  as  primary  arid- 
secondary  filters . 

(b)  Main  Outfall  Sewer.  Further  consultations  took  place  in 
effort  to  resolve  the  impasse  caused  by  the  refusal  of  the  Somerset 
River  Authority  to  permit  the  construction  of  a  storm  water  relief 
chamber  on  the  reconstructed  main  outfall  sewer.  Discussions  were 
held  with  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Officials  who 
expressed  the  view  that  a  relief  chamber  should  be  retained  in  the 
scheme  of  reconstruction.  As  a  result  of  this  decision  it  was 


suggested  that  embankment  works  be  carried  out  to  protect  a  spring 
water  supply  but,  whilst  the  Council  v/ere  willing  to  accept  this, 
suggestion  to  expedite  the  works,  the  owners  of  the  water  supply  required 
complete  indemnity  against  pollution  which  was  unacceptable. 


The  whole  scheme  of  reconstruction  was  again  considered  partic¬ 
ularly  in  respect  of  the  storm  water  relief  chamber  and  the  possibility 
of  re-routing  the  sewer.  At  the  close  of  the  year  details  of  the 
probable  cost  and  practicability  of  re-routing  was  being  investigated. 


(-c)  In  November  an  almost  complete  blockage  of  the  main  out- 
all  sewer  occurred.  Under  normal  conditions  it  has  been  the  practice 
bo  drag  the  Darshill  section  of  sewer  to  remove  ingrowing  tree  roots 


■P  p 

-JL  CJj 


c  u  c 


because  of  the  condition  of  the  sewer  and  the  risk  of  its  complete 


collapse  this  work  was  not  carried  out.  The  blockage  was  caused  by 
some  solid  object  or  objects  being  held  in  the  sewer  by  tree  roots 
causing  an  immediate  stoppage  of  flow.  Careful  dragging  of  the  sewer 
d  to  be  resorted  to  which  resulted  in  further  partial  blockage 


n 


on  the.  foil  wing  day. 

(d)  Flooding  of  roads  and  properties  at  Bowlish  again  occurred 
in  November .  Whilst  the  direct  cause  was  a  blockage  of  a  river  culvert 
by  a  variety  of  waste  materials  and  debris  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  silting  up  of  the  river  itself,  thereby  raising  the  water  level 
is  the  major  cause.  An  additional  factor  is  the  increased  rate  of 
run-off  of  surface  water  to  the  river  by  development  of  adjoining 
land.  The  provision  of  a  screen  to  protect  the  culvert  was  under 
consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  it  is  thought  that  such  a 
screen  would  itself  create  flood  conditions  on  the  highway  should 
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trig-  ? gainst  it  luring,  f-^r  instance,  hours 


of  darkness . 

It  is  quite  evident  that  dredging  of  the  river  would  provide 
a  longer  ,term  relief  but  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that,  under 
the  conditions  which  obtain,  it  is  impracticable  to  cater  for  storms 
of  all  possible  intensity.  Neither  can  the  culverts  be  expected  to 
accommodate  perambulators,  tin  baths,  motor  tyres,  corrugated  iron 
sheets,  baulks  of  timber  etc. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  in  operation  and  trade 
refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly.  For  domestic  refuse  a  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipping  Vehicle  with  compaction  plate  is  used,  the  vehicle  being  of 
15  cubic  yards  capacity.  For  many  years  the  collection  team  has  consists 
of  a  driver/loader  and  two  loaders  and,  because  of  increase  in  the 
number  of  properties  to  be  served  as  well  as  the  continuing  increase 
in  the  volume  of  refuse,  these  men  are  employed  permanently  on  overtime 
for  five  hours  per  week  (i.e.  15  man/hours). 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Windsor  Hill.  In  my  Annual 
Report  for  1968  I  drew  attention  to  the  need  for  a  minimum  of  mech¬ 
anical  equipment  to  facilitate  the  winning  and  spreading  of  covering 
material  in  order  to  minimise  the  ffy  nuisance.  A  tractor  with  a 
loading  bucket  was  acquired  for  this  purpose  but,  whilst  there  was 
some  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  tip  the  fly  nuisance  persisted. 
In  addition,  a  metal  plate  was  provided  for  the  refuse  vehicle  to 
tip  from  in  a  further  attempt  to  more  adequately  ''consolidate  tipped 
material.  So  long  as  this  method  of  refuse  disposal  continues  more 
suitable  equipment  and  additional  manpower  must  be  provided  if  the  tip 
is  to  be  adequately  controlled. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  Officers  of  the  adjoining  Author!! 
with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  either  forming  joint  tipping  facilities 
or  the  provision  of  an  incinerator.  Whilst  the  present  tip  will  last 
for  several  years  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  Urban  District  its 
life  would  be  considerably  reduced  if  other  Authorities  made  use  of  it  „ 

On  the  question  of  incineration  the  cost  of  such  plant  is  extremely 
high  and  a  population  figure  of  80,000  serving  the  plant  is  considered  , 
to  be  necessary.  To  achieve  anything  approaching  this  figure  would 
mean  the  participation  of  many 
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authorities  in  a  joint  scheme  and  this  raises  the  question  of  the 
location  of  the  plant.  Unless  the  plant  was  located  either  in,  or 
in  close  proximity  to  the  Urban  District  then  transport  costs  would 
be  increased  and  it  could  well  be  that  an  additional  collection  vehicle 
with  crew  would  have  to  be  engaged. 

4 .  caravan,  sites 

There  are  two  camping  sites  in  the  District  sponsored  by  the 
Caravan  Club  both  of  which  are  conducted  satisfactorily. 

5.  SWIMMING.  POOL 

•< 

* 

There  is  one  public  swimming  pool  in  the  district  owned  by  the 
Council,  The  water  is  continually  circulated,  filtered  and  chlorin¬ 
ated  and  its  temperature  is  maintained  at  about  70°F.  Chlorination 
is  effected  by  a  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Automatic,  Chlorinator.  and  the 
purification  plant  is  of  the  Horsley  Piggott  horizontal  type.  The 
water  turnover  period  is  approximately  12  hours  the  pool  being 
filled  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  from  the  mains  of  the  Bristol 
Waterworks  Company.  During  the  season  the  water  is  sampled  twice 
daily  to  determine  its  PH  value  and  residual  chlorine  by  Lovibond 
Comparit'or . 

The  use  of  the  pool  increased  during  the  year  and  again  highlighted 
the  need  for  improved  and  additional  changing  cubicles.  In  my  1968 
Report  the  view  was  expressed  that  the  filter  would  need  to  be  renewed 
but  after  a  thorough  inspection  it  is  now  considered  that,  by  changing 
the  point  of  chlorine  injection,  it  will  last  for  several  more  years. 

6.  HOUSING 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  Local  Authority  ...........  645 

Number  of  dwellings  owned  privately  ...... ..............  1,410 

Total  number  of  dwellings  in  district  ...........  ...  2 ,049 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  erected  ...............  Nil 

Number  of  Old  Peoples*  dwellings  erected  ...............  Nil 

Number  of  Private  houses  erected  .........  ..........  .  .  u.  51 

Dwelling  in  course  of  erection  -  Local  Authority  ........  Nil 

Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  -  Private  ...............  37 
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Houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  1 ( 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  •  • . Nil 

Houses  erected  from  1.4-45  to  31-12.69 

L  o  cal  Aut  hor  i  t  u  1 9 

Private  Enterprise  •••*..•  .  . .  .  -  . . .  326 

(h)  Housing  maintenance  is,  in  the  main,  carried  out  hy  direct  labo^ir 
except  for  gas  and  electricity  services.  Because  of  the  increased 
number  of  units  and  the  increasing  age  of  the  properties  it  has  become 
necessary  to  engage  .contract  labour  more  frequently  particularly  so 
far  as  painting  is  concerned.  The  stock  of  houses  has  increased  from 

453  in  1963  to  645  at  the  present  time. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  1512  of  which 
102  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ho.  of  houses  painted  by  direct  labour  .  IB 

No.  of  houses  painted  by  contract  labour  ..........  15 

This  indicates  a  considerable  falling  behind  in  the  painting 
programme  which,  to  some  extent,  can  be  accounted  for  by  staff  dif¬ 
ficulties.  The  painting  programme  for  1970  will,  if  accepted  by  the 
Council,  re-instate  the  5  year  cycle. 

75  metal  windows  in  Douglas  Drive  and  Manship  Green  were  renewed 
and  a  start  made  on  the  renewal  of  dormer  windows  to  Cornish  Unit 
flats  in  Mason  Way. 

Because  of  extensive  wet  rot  the  roofs  of  6  annexes  to  houses  in 
Manship  Green  were  renewed. 

Condensation  was  again  prevalent  particularly  at  Hillmead  and  in 
almost  every  instance  the  root  cause  arose  from  inadequate  heating 
and  ventilation.  Plats  and  houses  which  are  unoccupied  during  the 
whole  day  and  are  not  provided  with  any  heat  for  this  time  provide 
ideal  conditions  for  condensation  when  the  heat  is  turned  on  in  the 
evening  since  the  internal  fabric  of  the  structure  cannot  acquire 
a  suitable  temperature  to  prevent  it  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 

(i)  Discretionary  Grants.  Two  applications  for  discretional 

grants  were  received  during  the  year.  One  was  approved 
and  one  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Standard.  One  application  was  received  and  approved 
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(ii) 
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FOOD 


(a)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  i960.  There  were  38  visits 
to  food  premises  during  the  year  and  in  three  instances  attention 
was  drawn  to  infringements  of  the  Regulations . 

The  following  table  shows  in  categories  the  number  of  premises 
which  are  subject  to  the  Regulations  and  to  which  the  Regulations 
16  and  19  apply* 

FOOD  HYGIENE  ( GENERAL)  REGULATIONS 9  I960 


t 

Trade 

- «— - — — T 

No.  of 
Premises 

t 

No  c  complying 
With  Reg.  l6 

No.  of  Premises 
to  which  Reg. 

19  applies 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  com¬ 
ply  with  Reg.  19  0 

Grocers 

12 

'12 

12 

12 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Confectioners 

8 

8 

4 

4 

Greengroc srs 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers 

5 

5 

5  ;  . 

'4 

Catering 

30 

30 

30 

30 

premises 

(including 

licensed 

premises) 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

School  Canteens 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Works  Canteens 

3 

3 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

70 

t 

|  ■  70 

i 

t" 

]  66 

* 

65 

b)  Unsound  Food.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered 
voluntary  as  unfit  for  human  consumptions - 
Meat  and  Meat  Products: 

Tinned  meat ,  meat  products  and  f is! 

Fish: 

Other  Canned  Foods  s 
Other  Foods  s 
Frozen  Foods  s 

Total • 

1  ton  10  cwts.  2  qts.  91Ls.  3ozs# 

In  addition,  over  120  tons  of  babyfood  was  condemned  by  the 
Department  and  disposed  of  by  the  Manufacturers. 

All  unsound  food  delivered  to  or  collected  by  Council  staff  is 
disposed  of  by.  burying  at  the  Refuse  Tip. 

(c)  Milk  Supplies. 


7 

cwts . 

1 

qt .  1  stone 

lOlbs . 

7ozs . 

1 

cwtv 

2 

qts , 

5 

• 

m 

1 — 1 

6  ozs . 

1  stone 

Q 

7 

lbs . 

8 

cwt  s . 

2 

qt.  1  stone 

8 

lbs  . 

4ozs , 

7 

cwts  c 

2 

qt . 

6 

lbs . 

9 ozs . 

5 

cwts . 

1  libs . 

9  ozs. 

No .  of  registered  distributors  ......  ...  ......  ....... .  8 

No.  of  registered  dairy  premises  (exc.  farms)  .  8 

The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County 
Council . 

(d)  Ice  Cream 

No .  of  registered  Premises  . . . .  21 

No  .  of  manufacturers  . . . Nil 


No  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  all 
cases  supplies  7/ere  obtained  from  well-known  manufacturers  either 
wrapped  or  in  cartons. 

( e )  Slaughterhouses 

There...  are  none  in  operation  in  the  District. 

( f )  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regs.  1963 

Sampling  of  pasteurised  eggs  was  carried  out  during  this  year 
and  of  the  133  samples  taken,  all  were  above  Grade  4  of  the  alpha- 
amalyse  test. 

( g )  Poultry  Inspection 

No  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 
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8 0  OFFICES ,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  -PREMISES  ACT 

No.  of  Premises  registered  -  87 

The  survey-  of  registered  premises  was  continued  during  the  year  and 
of  the  3  inspected  work  to  c-omply  with  the  Act  was  required  at  all 

3. 

20  other  visits  were  made  to  give,  advice  as  to  conditions  necessary 

f  or  c  ompl i anc  e . 

9 .  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I  -of  the  Act 

4 

---  (i)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


:  1 

Premises ; 

;  i 

t 

No.  on 
Register 

| 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

No.  of  written 
notices  :. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

( 1 )  •  Factories • in- which 
Sections  1 , 2 , 3 ?4  & 

*  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities 

.  6 . 

4 

2 

— — — — — - — ■ — — ^ 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 

cluded  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en- 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

37 

,  .  1 

10 

1  , 

(3)  Other  Premises  in. 

which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

*  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

2 

2 

Totals 

45 

16 

3 

i _ _ 

3 

( 

i 

— _ — — — 

(ii)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  -  Two 
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OUTWORK 


10.  CLEAR  AIR  ACT,  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


A 

!  • 


13. 


KNACKERS  YARDS 

There  are  none  in  the  District 
RODENT  CONTROL 


During  the  year  55  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  by  rats 
or  mice.  Public  sewers  throughout  the  District  were  again  tested 
followed  by  a  poison  treatment  and  takes  were  recorded. 


VISITS 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  we re  made  s - 


Public  Health  Acts 


•  0  00  O0  00  c  •  DC 


O  0  (  t  90  O  O  00  o  0 


O  0  C  © 


Nuisances 

Caravans  •  •  <>  •  « 

Drain  Tests 
Building  Regulations 
Wat er  Supplies  . . 

Disinfestations /infectious  Diseases / 

Food  Poisoning 


o  o  o  0  o  • 


o  O  0  0  0  0 


General 


..  33 

8 

•  •  94 

..  273 

. .  23 

•  •  19 

. ,  64 


Housing  Acts 

Council  houses  and  estates 
Improvement  Grants  .. 


©  •  o  © 


Unfit  Houses 


o  e  ©  ©  o  •  ©  ©  o  o 


•  •  ©  • 


Clean  Air  Act 
Petroleum  Regulations 
Pood  and  Drugs  Acts 


o  ©  *  * 


©  O  9  9  O  o 


©  O  ©  0  ©  » 


9  O  O  O  ••  9  0  •  •  ©♦ 


*  •  c  •  ©  O  ©  ©  O  ©  o  •  o©  • 


©  O  o©  ©  ©  ©  o  •  © 


•  ©  •  •  9  9 


Inspections 
Unsound  Food 
Factories  Acts 
Town  Planning 
Offices  ?  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection  . • 
Rodent  Control  . . 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  . . 
Swimming  Pool 
Pet  Shops 

Public  Conveniences 


©  o  «  •  9 


•  ©  0  9  •  © 


•  ©  o  o  ©  • 


©  ©  ©  o  #  • 


©  ©  ©  ©  ©  • 


©  ©  ♦  o  •  • 


o  O  9  9  9  0  9  0  9  9  9  0  9  9  0  9 


O  0  9  9 


Mi s  c  e 1 1 ane  ous 


0  9  9  9  9  9  9  0  9  9  •©  •• 


O©  9  o  O  o  ©•  ©©  O©  9  9  9  9 


716 

9 

8 

Nil 

15 

38 

28 

16 
70 
23 


r*\ 


04 


5 

270 

55 

1 

24 

173 


Deryck  Eo  Clare,  M.B.,  B.So?  D1.H0?  M.R.SoH#, 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

W.L.  BARNSLEY,  C.ENG.,  F.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) 
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